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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 

Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 

The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




The Book of Esther 



Esther 
Chapter 1 

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus (this is 
Ahasuerus who reigned from India even to 
Ethiopia, over one hundred twenty-seven 
provinces), 2 in those days, when the King 
Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, 
which was in Susa the palace , 3 in the third 
year of his reign, he made a feast for all his 
princes and his servants; the power of 
Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of 
the provinces, being before him. 4 He 
displayed the riches of his glorious kingdom 
and the honor of his excellent majesty many 
days, even one hundred eighty days. 5 When 
these days were fulfilled, the king made a 
seven day feast for all the people who were 
present in Susa the palace, both great and 
small, in the court of the garden of the 
king's palace . 6 There were hangings of 
white and blue material, fastened with cords 
of fine linen and purple to silver rings and 
marble pillars. The couches were of gold 
and silver, on a pavement of red, white, 
yellow, and black marble. 7 They gave them 
drinks in golden vessels of various kinds, 
including royal wine in abundance, 
according to the bounty of the king. 8 In 
accordance with the law, the drinking was 
not compulsory; for so the king had 
instructed all the officials of his house, that 
they should do according to every man's 
pleasure. 

9 Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the 
women in the royal house which belonged 
to King Ahasuerus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of 
the king was merry with wine, he 
commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcass, 
the seven eunuchs who served in the 
presence of Ahasuerus the king , 11 to bring 
Vashti the queen before the king with the 
royal crown, to show the people and the 
princes her beauty; for she was 
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beautiful. 12 But the queen Vashti refused to 
come at the king's commandment by the 
eunuchs. Therefore the king was very angry, 
and his anger burned in him. 

13 Then the king said to the wise men, who 
knew the times (for it was the king's custom 
to consult those who knew law and 
judgment; 14 and the next to him were 
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, 
Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven 
princes of Persia and Media, who saw the 
king's face, and sat first in the 
kingdom), 15 "What shall we do to the queen 
Vashti according to law, because she has 
not done the bidding of the King Ahasuerus 
by the eunuchs?" 

16 Memucan answered before the king and 
the princes, "Vashti the queen has not done 
wrong to just the king, but also to all the 
princes, and to all the people who are in all 
the provinces of the King Ahasuerus. 17 For 
this deed of the queen will become known 
to all women, causing them to show 
contempt for their husbands, when it is 
reported, 'King Ahasuerus commanded 
Vashti the queen to be brought in before 
him, but she didn't come .' 18 Today, the 
princesses of Persia and Media who have 
heard of the queen's deed will tell all the 
king's princes. This will cause much 
contempt and wrath. 

19 "If it pleases the king, let a royal 
commandment go from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians and 
the Medes, so that it cannot be altered, that 
Vashti may never again come before King 
Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal 
estate to another who is better than 
she . 20 When the king's decree which he 
shall make is published throughout all his 
kingdom (for it is great), all the wives will 
give their husbands honor, both great and 
small." 

21 This advice pleased the king and the 
princes, and the king did according to the 
word of Memucan: 22 for he sent letters into 
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all the king's provinces, into every province 
according to its writing, and to every people 
in their language, that every man should 
rule his own house, speaking in the 
language of his own people. 

Esther 
Chapter 2 

1 After these things, when the wrath of King 
Ahasuerus was pacified, he remembered 
Vashti, and what she had done, and what 
was decreed against her. 2 Then the king's 
servants who served him said, "Let beautiful 
young virgins be sought for the king. 3 Let 
the king appoint officers in all the provinces 
of his kingdom, that they may gather 
together all the beautiful young virgins to 
the citadel of Susa, to the women's house, 
to the custody of Hegai the king's eunuch, 
keeper of the women. Let cosmetics be 
given them; 4 and let the maiden who 
pleases the king be queen instead of 
Vashti." The thing pleased the king, and he 
did so. 

5 There was a certain Jew in the citadel of 
Susa, whose name was Mordecai, the son of 
Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a 
Benjamite , 6 who had been carried away 
from Jerusalem with the captives who had 
been carried away with Jeconiah king of 
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon had carried away. 7 He brought up 
Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle's 
daughter; for she had neither father nor 
mother. The maiden was fair and beautiful; 
and when her father and mother were dead, 
Mordecai took her for his own daughter. 

8 So, when the king's commandment and his 
decree was heard, and when many maidens 
were gathered together to the citadel of 
Susa, to the custody of Hegai, Esther was 
taken into the king's house, to the custody 
of Hegai, keeper of the women . 9 The 
maiden pleased him, and she obtained 
kindness from him. He quickly gave her 



3 




The Revivalist 



cosmetics and her portions of food, and the 
seven choice maidens who were to be given 
her out of the king's house. He moved her 
and her maidens to the best place in the 
women's house. 10 Esther had not made 
known her people nor her relatives, because 
Mordecai had instructed her that she should 
not make it known. 11 Mordecai walked 
every day in front of the court of the 
women's house, to find out how Esther was 
doing, and what would become of her. 

12 Each young woman's turn came to go in 
to King Ahasuerus after her purification for 
twelve months (for so were the days of their 
purification accomplished, six months with 
oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet 
fragrances and with preparations for 
beautifying women). 13 The young woman 
then came to the king like this: whatever 
she desired was given her to go with her out 
of the women's house to the king's 
house. 14 In the evening she went, and on 
the next day she returned into the second 
women's house, to the custody of 
Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, who kept the 
concubines. She came in to the king no 
more, unless the king delighted in her, and 
she was called by name. 15 Now when the 
turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the 
uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for his 
daughter, came to go in to the king, she 
required nothing but what Hegai the king's 
eunuch, the keeper of the women, advised. 
Esther obtained favor in the sight of all 
those who looked at her. 

16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus 
into his royal house in the tenth month, 
which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh 
year of his reign. 17 The king loved Esther 
more than all the women, and she obtained 
favor and kindness in his sight more than all 
the virgins; so that he set the royal crown 
on her head, and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. 

18 Then the king made a great feast for all 
his princes and his servants, even Esther's 
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